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Five powerful days of ministryJune 16th-20th at Christian Community Church indgra
Texas. Pastor Richard Evans and the Christian CaomtynGhurch Family invite you to
join them as they host Camp Meeting 2010 for Rd\WWiaisters Fellowship International.
For Further Information call: 325-597-3688. Bereshed by the Word, the Worship, and
the Fellowship! No Registration is required, Mea&l be served after the evening services.
- National Evangelist Derek Stinnett of West Fork, Akansas will be the evening

speaker on Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday.
Rev Ernest Kirk will be the evening speaker on Satulay.

Rev Kenneth Plumley speaker for the closing Sundayorning service.
Various other preachers, speakers, ministers andrggers will fill the schedule of

services at 10:00 AM, 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM each day.

Special singing is scheduled on Saturday at 5:00 Ptat will continue until the

evening service at 7:00 PM
Please make your Lodging plans soon:
Best Western - 325-597-3997
Days Inn - 325-597-0789
Gold Key - 800-830-7554

A Reflection on Puylpa plement within the Puyipa

The reading seminar that R.A. and | orchestrate church to move them towards
and conducted in Puyipa was perhaps the most ite SPanish literacy. With this plan

formal learning experience that the people thete ha @nd through the power and insj.

ever encountered. After working alongside the chur
in Puyipa for nearly a decade, the Lord led Pastan
and | to the conclusion that the best way for elw f
lowship to benefit the members there was through i &
parting the gift of Spanish literacy and readingieo
prehension. The people there are bilingual, legrnin
their native dialect, Chol, first and later acqogyi
Spanish as a second language. As a general rale, t
do not fluently read in either language. This has p . .

sented a problem in their understanding and discer "ation of the Holy Spirit, we loo
ment of scripture. Their Biblical studies have been forward to seeing this small
verely hindered due to this deficit in reading coeap

hension. For the past year, R.A. (Dr. Evans) amave Y hills beginning to flourish
with a new found understandini

been formulating a plan to im- |’

Gary Wallis

church in the Chiapas backcou '
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and passion for the Word of God and the Gospet-of J
sus Christ. Below is an account of the week’s exent s

Demographlc
We served over thirty individuals from ages 1
to adults.
Seven adults (18 and up) attended all mstruc-
tional sessions.

2

’ stockings. The other pas-
g Sages were Biblical in na-
ture and thematically re-
volved around the people
most intimately involved

| with Jesus Christ during
“'His ministry. As a special

In the children’s ministry we ranged from 20-50 note, towards the end of the seminar students were

little ones from ages 3-10.

Transition in Strategy

It was interesting to observe that during the ahiti
reading exercises, the majority of the studentseaim
ately began reading the selections aloud to therasel
This vocalized reading approach could be tied ¢oattal
tradition that the indigenous culture has been sccu
tomed to for ages. The popularity of this technique
slackened during the three days of instruction. t\dos
dents towards the end were actively and enthuseﬁlstl

strategy known as KWL. Students could effectively r
produce the graph that had been introduced atabimb
ning of the week in order to organize the reading i
information that they knew, wanted to know, and
learned as a result of the reading. The older yagth
group (13-17) seemed to embrace this strategyneith
tive ease and readiness. This age group was acinall
strumental in serving to assist peers, youngerestisd

asked to reflect on what they most appreciateder e
joyed about the reading instruction and the readetg
lections. Of the students who particularly mentmbne
the reading selections, the overwhelming majortlyo
commented on things that they had learned from the
biblical passages. ;
Community Feed-
back

Upon visiting
with various individu{* =

the end of the semi- |
nar, the general con
sensus was that the
strategies that were introduced were helpful afetef
tive. Juan Jr. mentioned that he thought the inttn
was particular useful to the younger generation 8ho
still fresh and is regularly exposed to Spaniskdinool.
Juan Jr. also noted that it was general practicthéon

and even older adults who were attending the semina to read and re-read passages in order to answgf que
tions. Reading for general comprehension was fareig

Visualization or use of the imagination proved &ab
foreign concept to the students. There was greg-re
tance to the thought of

AV closing their eyes and
- ] imagining while a story

Ml as being told or read.
B The use of vocabulary

“audio aid were well re-
', ceived and seemed to
A yield positive results sur-
rounding the Biblical passages. To observe theamnigr
tion away from the oral reading strategy alreadsiahto
the ones introduced during the seminar leavesmne t

cards, dramatization, and

to him and accord-
ingly to the majority

of the students in the
village. He was as-
tounded at the idea of
reading a passage one
time and walking
away with an under-
standing of what was
read. Their habit of
reading sounded to me like a laborious endeavadr tha
would typically bear little fruit. Juan was intrigd to
consider that with practice he could be readingjlon

speculate that perhaps the new methods of readimg c texts and walk away with the big picture.

prehension proved to be more effective than the tme
students were previously equipped with.
The Reading Selections

Commitment to Continue

At the concluding ceremony, Pastor Juan stated that

all who were interested would continue practicing t

The selections that were used throughout the threestrategies to read and study the Bible each Sataida

days of instruction were of two varieties. A portiof
reading selections fit a secular format rangingnfimas-
sages over George Washington Carver to Christmas

2:00. It will be interesting to see if this praetitakes
and how effective it proves to be in his congregas
devotion and fellowship.
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Continued from page 2 dren are very curious and

A New Bible and a Fresh Word friendly and love to be around
There was great excitement visitors. If Virginia, Ellie, and

among the Puyipa congregation Ballle.haq not dof‘e such an

regarding the contemporary amazing job serving the chil-

dren that gathered around us,
our seminar would not have
been the success that it was.

translations of the Spanish Bible
that | introduced to them. The
Nueva Version International

(similar to the English NIV) has They engage the children with
proven to be far easier for the their kindness, smiles, light
indigenous population to read colored hair, and their knack

and process. Another exciting _ for arts and crafts. The cht that
introduction to the village was the Proclaimer.  they genuinely loved the children they were working
This is an mp3 version of the Bible loaded on to ¥ith certainly helped. Itis certain that theselafan
player that plays loud enough on its own to accoYMQm_d have |_nvolved themselves with the affairshef
modate a small congregation. The Bible version r¢ading seminar had

loaded onto the Proclaimer that we took to Puyipd€Y not been given an

was the same as the 24 Bibles that we left with tRE€rnative. As itis,

students, the NVI. We used the mp3 audio they were left with a

throughout the seminar as a tool to assist with  ¢léar understanding

reading comprehension. Before we left, | demonthat they are important

strated to the students of the seminar and the ledd the Kingdom of God

ership of the church how to use the Proclaimer i?8d that God has a

corporate setting to participate in (:ongregational;jeelo love and purpose

Bible study. or them.
Children’s Ministry All glory to God, we saw tremendous results through

Upon reflecting on the four days of the semi- the short time that we were in Puyipa. It seematl tie
nar, it is clear to me that we would not have ex- Lord took our little endeavor and multiplied itain be-
perienced the success that we did had it not beelieVing God to miraculously open up the minds and
for the children’s ministry. Our children atten- ~ hearts of the people in Puyipa to receive freshaareiv
dance doubled from day one until day four from the Bread of Life on a regular basis, and that-bby
20 to 40+. On the last day, adults, children, and Spirit would guide them in their new-found undensta
youth alike were using extra craft supplies to corind !nto a more dynamic relationship as discipledesus
struct the crafts that had been made throughout St
week. There is a genuine enjoyment among the ~ BY Justin McFarland
church people to produce handiworks. The chil-

New Food for Thought section:When available The RMFI newsletter will includeie#ds de-
signed to start you thinking. It should be noteat these articles submitted for print in the newsle
ter do not necessarily reflect the views or bel®&f®MFI. The reason that needs to be noted is
RMFI is NOT a denomination, but an organization with various religious backgrds. We come
together to encourage and lift up each other thig&gllowship”. Romans 14:1 says, "Him that is
weak in the faith receive you, but not to doubtfigputations.” Each individual who submits arti-
cles are expressing their own views and thoughts. Must consider and receive the value of these
articles for yourself to receive or disregard.

We will, when space allows, include such articleshie section FOOD FOR THOUIGHT” in
the newsletter. The first article was submittedlbgtin McFarland titled “Clearing the Waters” This
month’s article is by Pastor Richard Evans entitleatget Not The Mercies and Favors of God".
Any comments you have about either of the artigdgmase contact the author directly.
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: leanness unto their soul." Does this sound famil-
"Forget Not The Mercies and Favors of God" iar?
Re: Psaim 100 : We have been going downhill in the USA
In the past several years we have seen a ragiicyjy | am not pointing a finger of blame oneon
downhill spiral of our nation. We cannot blame one ., ‘e change Presidents often from far right to

individual, nor the Republican or Democratic Partyc - left. We have dropped from the role of wealthy
We can know that the enemy (thief) has come in, ha4iqn 0 an indebted nation, trying to make pay-

over the past few decades and set up residence in ,nis Jike a poor family. We have dropped in

our nations, places of leadership and authority. prosperity as a nation since we removed God from

) The (;‘hurﬁh hgs sat bﬁ‘cg n S“,me(;er’ Vé'th NOur schools and public buildings and resorted to
watchman that has been called, anointed an mass murder of unborn children.

equipped to sound the trumpet to warn the Chris- We used to think we were considered a

tians to wake up and put on the whole armor of GO@yitian nation: Now it has been stated by many

and prepare for Spiritual Warfare. well known Evangelical Ministers that we are not

" '\ﬂl".’my n ofur recent generations have for%ot-and we can only open our eyes to the result of our-
ten the history of our nation, or worse, may noteha selves. Proof came this week when

been taught. We have many leaders in Rev. Franklin Graham was stripped of
state and federal offices; Congress men his invitation to offer prayer on Na-
gnd wohmedn, Senl?tors and Cabmet.mem- tional Day of Prayer to US Armed

ers who do not know our constitution. Services: Our National Officials re-

They have forgotten the many wars and fused to allow a Christian to pray be-

the many conflicts that were fought. fore the Nation for fear of offending
They have forgotten the many brave men the Muslims! What a sad state.

who have sacrificed their lives to bring It is time for Christians to

victory and freedom to our nation! ACT! Hear me Good! As Christians,

We have been favored of God we are the Church of the living God,
because of our faith in Jesus Christ our whose Head is Jesus Christ, and we

Sawotr). Ilgecausehourdfoulndlng fathers_ " q are the Body. It seems we have been
were bold enough to declare, as a nation, *In God 5416 from the neck down: We must be

We trust’, we have become the most powerful, MOjbaied. We must take a stand; make our way to the
prosperous and most blessed nation on earth. olls at election time. Pray before you vote, foot

Sad to say, but year after year we are Wringe o crat or for Republican, but seek God for can-

back to E_gypt, SO to speak, an_d forsaking t_he God Sidates who are praying and God fearing men and
our Blessings. Even casually ignoring National Da%omen.

Qf Prayer, every day, it is looking more like thee n If we do not move forward and move fast,
tion of Israel of old!" \We have become so greedy o || see our nation be over-run and taken over
and lustful for riches, wealth and possessiong, tha by a force that will strip us of our total freedarh

we have forgotten that God is our source. gpeach and Worship. (Ps. 106, 19,20,21) Israel
Israel desired a king so they could be like thg,, je and worshiped a Molten Golden Calf: Thus,
other nations and they got what they desired. The¥hey changed their Glory into the similitude of an

got Saul, and Saul looked good, talked good and - 5, ‘that eats grass. They forgot God, their Savior
charmed the people. He got so popular thathe |\ hich had done great things in Egypt!
thought he could tell God what to do. Oh my God, Don't let this happen to us: It

(I Sam. 13) We read about Saul's decision Qo s \yith you!! Are you willing or, are you too
take matters into his own hands. He disobeyed th%usy?? What would you give in exchange for your
commandment of God. Samuel the Prophetan- . i»

nounced to him his future. "Thy kingdom shall not
continue." Yes, the people got what they wanted. Rev. Richard A. Evans. Sr
(Psalm 106:15) "God gave their request; but sent ' ' ’
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Spanish Materials

RMFI received a truck
load of Spanish biblical ma-
terials to be used by several
of the RMFI supported min-
istries. The supplies were a
gift from Wilson and Judy
Gauntt, and Global Univer-
sity of Springfield MO, with
funding through the Assem-
bly of God’s “Project Timo-
thy”.
The truckload of materi-
als has an approximate Judy Gauntt holding some of
value of about $28,000. andl L D
totaled about 11,930 Ibs.
Some of the mate-
rial is duplicated,
however it will be
beneficial to us over
the next few years.
The materials
were delivered to
Christian Commu-
nity Church in
Brady. Special
thanks to those who
helped unload and
store the boxes. Manning the dollies were: Kenneth
Brown, Dale Tally, Justin McFarland, Skip Kiklowicz
Dewey Walthall, Everett Rohr, and R. A. Evans and
arranging the boxes at the Bridge Street locatierew
Pastor Evans assisted by Vickie Heilman.
The Spanish biblical materials include children's
grade level training materials (K-6), some teenamat

als, some adult discipleship and commentary mekseriakeep at it

5
-0

Help! My Church Won't Grow

By Daniel A. Brown, Ph.D.

Rule No. 1 in church expansion: Think in
terms of getting 'unstuck,' rather than just ggttin
bigger.

The statistics are clear: 80 percent of all
churches in the United States average fewer than
200 attendees each weekend. Without major
change in leadership style, congregational dy-
namics, ministry vision or some other significant
aspect of church-life, churches that have existed
for more than five years will most likely stay the
size they are now, with only moderate growth
over time.

One of the shame-inducing truisms floating
around the body of Christ goes something like,
"All healthy organisms grow." Pastors of smaller
or plateaued churches feel the implied jab: Lack
of growth is symptomatic of underlying sick-
ness. That's not very helpful in the real church-
world. To begin with, there are limits to the size
any organism can reach (Trophy trout are rare--
especially in small streams), and if you keep
growing after the legal age, it's called getting fa

Most of us have been stuck somewhere,
somehow--in the desert sand off the main road,
up a tree we climbed in our pre-adolescence or
on a tricky algebra problem. But somehow,
someway, we got unstuck. When our tires spun
uselessly in the sand, we tried different ap-
proaches; when the algebra equation withstood
one thought, we assaulted it with another.

Getting stuck forces us to adapt our ap-
proach to life. In fact, one theory of learning
says the brain is wired to solve predicaments,
and true learning only happens when the mind
tries to figure something out. God designed us to
--knocking, seeking and asking--but to

Wilson and Judy Guantt will also be traveling WithdO s0 in close counsel with Him

Justin and RA to explore areas where they may gartn

with RMFI in the future in the
area of Mexico.

We may find more solutions to what hinders
our churches from growing larger if we think in
terms of getting unstuck, rather than just getting

_ RMFI appreciateg ALL of our partners in our mis’bigger. The point is not, | hope, just to grow big-
sion’s endeavors - without you we could not do whatger congregations. Our true aim ought to be to

we are doing. Thank you!

grow more spiritually signifi- continued on page 6
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cant people. : .
Rather than trying the latest surefire program e 1thf_u|ness, I_—Ie will bless churches that do

phases just to attract more people, we can acttelly |keW|se_. B(?'S|des, the more Ieaders"are freed

cus our church-growth strategies on the very thingsflrom _d(_)l_ng the same Ol‘.j same °|d.’ the more

that make for bigger people. If we remember thd gc} ey initiate new enterprises. Groyvl_ng_

has never been to put on church per se, but tdaxtmvé? ur_ches keep generating new ministries that

people with the tool called church, we can stilldfi Inspire and challenge the congregation.

several ways to get our people unleashed and our Churches get Stl.JCk at some sizes more
churches unstuck than others, and while the plateau numbers

While we must reject too clinical an approach ggnay not b_e exgct flgu_nngs, they do present
church growth--making it devoid of God's sovereigrPa.StOrs with sllght_ly d_n‘ferent. challenge_s for
working--so too must we refuse to attribute all the trying new straFeg|es In staffing, grouping and
growth of some churches to the arbitrary whims of 9€/€9ating. Let's take a look at some of the
God-sent revival. Thus, a healthy perspective on most common plateau points--and how to
church growth leaves to God the things only He carl?reak free from them.
do (the stuff we pray about), but willingly assumes
responsibility for the things we can do something
about. God gave me the teeth He gave me, but hbrus™
them. m|n|strytodayma_g_.com _

Just as 95 percent of all the fish in a lake inhabi /mi2f;%”m;;éwﬁ:gtﬁtfﬁ%%?hceolnzl'”?c{ex'ph
a mere 5 percent of the space, and most computerghurch_v\yom_ d B-my

.. grow

problems can be traced to a limited number of coms
mon issues, so, too, do growth stick-points tend to [| Don't forget to send the highlights of what has bden
cluster around a few factors. Of the many such ele{] happening at your church so that others may rejgjce
ments, there are three that seem most criticaleto m|fin what God is doing in the BODY of Christ. Seng
staff composition, fellowship grouping and people [Jyour news to: RA Evans
mobilizing. 2668 A&M Ave
1. Who comprises the staffThis includes both paid San Angelo, TX 76904
and volunteer. A church will rarely grow beyond the
capacity of its staff. One of the easiest, suresiSA\0 [ Calendar
foster church growth is to add people with staff re | . june 16th -20th Camp Meeting—CCC Brady TX
sponsibilities (not necessarily salary). The bertefi
each of those new "staff members" and to the whole |, . | by Eden Christian Community Church,
church cannot b? OverStated'_ ) Eden Texas w/ Pastor Alberto Trejo @ 7pm alpng
in\évﬂgw‘zl;‘:’svzslg"ﬁ %rlf)iun%?vieé(fgl;ntéh:tt(;rg#?f?gm with Junction Full Gospel Church & Pastor Domna

- Carroll
selves to those clusters of people? Small churches| August 9th Opening Session of Bible School i
stay stuck by trying to keep everybody doing & th Mexico — School of Evangelism, San Fernango
same things as one big, happy family. Multiple ser-|  \jexico w/ Rev. Benjamin Ojeda
vices, small groups, choirs and other groupinghiwit
the church will gear _cgngreggtio_n_s for expansiard-a Meeting — Brady, Texas Christian Community
%%efﬂllr;me opportunities for individuals to lead mea| Church, Brady Texas w/ Pastor Richard Evans
3. How is responsibility delegated™ave significant @7pm
levels and types of responsibility been delegabed t
people in the church? If God entrusts His churdnwi
increasing levels of responsibility based on proven
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To read more, check out our next news-
[(;gter or you may check out their website.:

- July 23rd Fellowship Meeting -Eden, Texas —

117

- August 20th -Anniversary Service and Fellowship

- September 10th and 11th -Women's Conference —
Ballinger, Texas — New Life Refuge Church,
Ballinger Texas — Fri. 7pm and Sat. 10am




